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DEATH OF CHIEF RABBI HIRSCHEL. 


Jt is our melancholy duty to announce an event, not only of 
the most painful interest to our congregations throughout Great 
Rritain and its dependencies, but involving considerations of 
importance to every Jew in connexion with them. 7 

On Monday, (27th of Cheshvan) 3lst October ult., died, at 
the age of nearly eighty-one years, after a protracted illness, 
Rabln Solomon Hirschel, Chief Rabbi of the Jews (after the 
German ritual), in London, the British provinces, and depen- 
dencies. 

In the words of scripture 

DYNA My ‘AN May his soul be 
bound up in the bundle of life,with the Eternal.” 

In another column, will be found a memoir of our departed 
Rabbi, together with the reflections suggested by the sad occur- 
rence, and by the emergency which is its consequence. A cor- 
respondent enables us to sketch a history of the event itself. 

Since the unfortunate accident which fractured Dr. Hirschel’s 
thigh, rather more than two years since, he has been confined to 
his house ; that is for the greater portion of that time. His phy- 
sical energies suffered much from the want of his usual exercise, 
and from the re-action of those overwhelming cares which had 
of late troubled his spirit. Though sufferings were heavy upon 
him (he had long laboured under a complicated hernia,) until 
this accident, he had been accustomed personally to discharge 
all the active duties of his sacred office ; and it was not otherwise 
until the evening of last Rosh-hashanah, when, in his anxiety 
to celebrate the festival somewhat after his ancient custom, he 
left his bed room, and on returning to it, he fell against the bed 
posts, and fractured his collar bone, (as detailed in an earlier 
number.) Since this new catastrophe, he had been unable to 
bit p at all, and was becoming every day weaker, though sight 
and hearing were still comparatively unimpaired. These facul- 
les gave way in their turn; and the writer of this notice, 
though well known to the venerable Rabbi, was not, on visiting 

im a fortnight previous to his dissolution, recognised without 
‘sistance. On the Sabbath preceding his death bi conscious- 
sink was evidently impaired, and on the following day he was 
th, tie fast, though sensible up to the evening: then it was, 
imminency of the case became and it was 
i n doubtful whether he would survive the night. On the 
mes, (Monday) morning, his bedside was surrounded by 
ay his executors, and many’others,—chiefly those ac- 
ania for years to assemble in his house for pret at early 
had bot and at afternoon services.. Through life, his presence 
hike Ae to all; and none were excluded from wit- 
3 8 that awfully solemn closing scene. High and low, rich 

poor, learned and unlearned, were there; and none but 
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what felt that, which will serve as a solemn memento through 
years to come,—but neither tongue nor pen may essay to 
communicate it. The prolonged stram died upon the ear 
pow Hear! Oh Israel, the Eternal our 
God is an Eternal Unity !—and the sainted spirit was with its 
Maker. One who had lived to God had reached his hallowed 
home; and we, who had borne him company to the brink of 
eternity, were left to improve our opportunities, and to follow 
him to the same tribunal, but a little later. Who, that repeated 
the sentence prescribed,—‘ 7he Lord hath given, the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord,” but did 
not respond with his heart,—‘* Oh that my soul might depart 
the death of the righteous, that my latter end might be like 
untohis!” 

The afflicting intelligence soon spread far and wide ; all con- 
gregational business was postponed, and the various public 
bodies immediately prepared for the funeral. As it was known 
that the will of the deceased contained an expression of his 
wishes as to the manner of that solemnity, it was referred to for 
instructions. The following gentlemen were found nominated 
as executors:—Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S., Abraham 
Levy, Louis Cohen, Henry Moses, and Moses Solomon 
Keyser, Esgrs., and they entered at once upon their duties, 


. THE FUNERAL 

took place on Wednesday the 22nd inst. ‘The morning was 
ushered in by every Jew in the metropolis, with those demon. 
strations of respect becoming so solemn an occasion, all places 
of business were closed, and the blinds in every private house 
were drawn down. The day being jpop D> BY, (the eve of 
the new moon,) it was kept as a fast by a larger number of 
ersons than are accustomed to the observance. The myAy 
had been performed at a very early hour by the Dayanim, 
the executors, and a select number of the immediate friends of 
the deceased. At half past nine, A..M., we entered the Syna- 
gogue in Duke's Place, and found its appearance most solemn 
and imposing. The windows were veiled with black cloth, 
and the Synagogue was illuminated with a large number 
of wax tapers. The curtain of the ark and the coverings of 
the reading desk were of black cloth; all the carpets were 
likewise covered with black. The pew of the departed Rabbi 
was similarly fitted up, his reading desk and cushion bein 
covered with black velvet; above them was suspended a sneaiaial 
lamp. We are given to understand that the pew and the lamp 
will remain thus for a whole twelvemonth. Before ten o’clock, 
this extensive Synagogue was crowded in every part; the 
ladies’ galleries were appropriated to members of the various 
congregations, no females being present. ‘There was scarcely a 
Jew of any standing in London who was not there, many came 
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from the country on purpose to attend the ceremony, and 
several invalids were conveyed to the Synagogue in coaches ; 
all appeared in deep mourning, most persons wearing crape, 
which seems still to a very general, Precisely at ten o'clock, 
the coffin, which was of plain deal, was borne into Synagogue 
on the shoulders of the Dayanim and executors; the principal 
reader, the Rev. .Vr. Asher, (who was assisted by the readers 
of all the Synagogues in London) exclaiming pypyty 7nd ayer mt 
139N3'; “This is the gate of the Lord, into which the right- 
eous shall enter.” During the time that the body was being 
conveyed to the top of the Synagogue, the 15th psalm was 
chaunted. The coffin was deposited immediately in front of 
the ark, and the choirassisted in chaunting the following psalms ; 
Xvii; xxili; xlii; xlix; and Ixxxiv. The body was then again 
raised and the following verses were read, in Hebrew :— 

‘* And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses 
said, Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered ; and 
let them that hate thee flee before thee.” ‘* For He shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. ‘They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling.” ‘* And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace: thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 
When thou liest down thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt 
lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. And the Lord shall 
guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and 
make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water whose waters fail not: and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be thy reward.” Amen. © 

When the Bearers drew near the door, the Reader said 

‘* Behold his bed, which is Solomon's; threescore valiant 
men -are about it, of the valiant of Israel. They all hold 
swords, being expert in war: every man hath his sword upon 
his thigh because of fear in the night.” 

The Congregation responded-— 


‘‘The Jord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make his 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” ‘* The 
Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve 
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.” 
‘** But go thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand 
in thy lot at the end of the days.””’ Amen. 

The whole service was most impressively performed ; the 
clear and thrilling enunciation of the glowing words of the 
requiem had a powerful effect; numbers sobbed audibly, and 
the ev. Mr. Asher himself was frequently obliged to pause. 
We thought it had been usual on such an occasion to sound 
the “pw (cornet), but we perceived that it was not done. 

On leaving the Synagogue a procession was formed, headed 
by the boys of the various charity schools of our community, 
who had previously been marshalled into order in the square 
in front of the Synagogue.. These were preceded by two 
mounted inspectors, and two rows of policemen, six shales 

After the schools, followed the hearse, (as is usual with Jews, 
without ornament,) this was succeeded by the choristers, and 
a long line of between eighty and ninety plain glass coaches,* 
containing the Readers ot other clerical functionaries, the 
members of the Board of Deputies, the Wardens and Officers of 
the various Synagogues, and as many of the members as chose 
to ride. The procession was closed by an immense concourse 
of persons on foot. A large body of police had been sent to 
preserve order, but their interference was scarcely necessary, 
owing to the respectful demeanour of the thousands of people 
who densely crowded the streets through which the procession 
passed, and who all appeared to sympathize with the loss 
sustained by their Jewish brethren. We have previously said 
that every Jewish house was closed; it was also gratifying to 
see a similar mark of respect paid by a large number of non- 


* The will of the deceased had interdicted mourning coaches, private 


carriages, funeral orations, specially appointed mourning, complimentary 
epitaph, or any other species of pomp. 
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Israelite tradesmen on the route. The bells of every church. 
which the cortége passed, were tolled—a spontaneous mark of 
sympathy on the part of the respective authorities, 

It was nearly one o’clock before the body reached the burial 
ground (belonging to theGreat Synagogue )in Mile End Road, and 
it was unnecessarily long after that, before the coaches had all got 
down. The o%375 (descendants of Aaron) alighted at their special 
gate, in order that, as priests, they might not be defiled by 
contact with a corpse :—placards on the gates of the Synagozye 
had precluded their being present at the ceremony there. 
When the body had been deposited on the bier, in the building 
appointed for the purpose, yD D'ON NYA was recited by 
Rabbi Aaron; wax tapers being held round the coffin by six 
boys from the Talmud Torah School. Seven circuits wore 
then performed round the bier, by all present exercising minis. 
terial functions, appropriate verses and the 91st Psalm being re. 
peated during each circuit. The body was borne to the grave by 
the Dayanim, by Sir Moses Montefiore and the other executors, 
assisted by Baron Ltothschild, Scr I. L. Goldsmid, Lennis 
Samuel, David Salomons, Louis Lucas,and A.L.Moses E syrs., 
with several othes; Mr. Kiger (married to a grand-daughter 
of the deceased) officiating as chief mourner. 

The spacious burial ground was crowded to excess; some 
compute the number of Jews, in and about the place, at above 
4000. When the coffin was lowered into the grave, and the 
hollow sound reverberated on the ear, there were few whose 
feelings were not powerfully moved, tew who did not fervently 
give utterance to the usual ejaculation, wip» by 
‘* May he come unto his place in peace.”” In the grave wer 
deposited four decayed rolls of the law (oxy ODD) and 
several packets of old prayer books.* Every one present, who 
had known the lamented deceased, hastened, ere he left the 
ground, to perform the last melanchely office of throwing earth 
upon the coffin. 

Thus closed this eventful day, a saddening memento of which 
will long endure in every heart alive to the interests of the 
community. It was a subject of general remark, that the 
decorum which prevailed throughout was, in a great measure, 
due to the admirable arrangements made by the officers of the 
Great Synagogue, and more particularly to those by the two prin. 
cipals of the ABN. 

[ The Daily Journals have, during the past week, been pub- 
lishing several erroneous statements concerning our lamented 


Chief Rabbi; some one must have been very industrious in 
leading them astray.—Ep. } | 


MEMOIR OF THE*LATE CHIEF RABBI. 


Our late lamented Chief Rabbi, Dr. Solomon Hirschel, was . 
born in London, on the tenth of paw, a. m. 5522 (1761); his 
father, known as 22. Hirsch Berliner, was then Chief Rabbi ot 
the Great Synagogue, London. He resigned his post here, 
and became Chief Rabbi of Berlin; his son, Solomon, being 
four years old when he left this country. There have beet 
many Chief Rabbins in the family, some say as many as ¢renty ; 
the Chacham Tsve was a maternal ancestor of R. Solomo?, 
and his grandfather was Rabbi in Amsterdam. Educated 1 
a country, at that time remarkable for its severe laws against 
the Jews, it could not be expected that the oppressed spirit 
of his people would soar towards that general science and att, 
for. which so many Jews are now distinguished : nor, indeed. 
could even the greatest efforts of a Jew have overcome the 
difficulties then opposing the acquirement of high attainments, 
since all schools and public institutions were closed against 
him. Thus difficulties were presented, the conquest of which 
was only possible to the lofty genius of a Mendelssohn. All 
the energies of R. Solomon were, therefore, devoted to the 
study of what was then thought to comprehend the whole circle 
of Jewish theology, viz. Scripture, Talmud, with its numerous 
commentaries, and the omyp yaw. That such studies are 
eminently calculated to develop some of the noblest of the 
faculties, to induce an acquaintance with several sciences, and 


* It is known that our people are not accustomed to destroy any thing 
on which the sacred name of God has been inscribed; when it becom® 


unfit for use, it is reserved for such an occasion as the present. 
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convey clear notions of others, is acknowledged by all who are 
acquainted with Rabbinical literature. The higher were the 
talents of R. Solomon, the greater were the effects which these 
studies produced upon his mind ; without, however, resulting in 
that contempt for other sciences, or in that self-sufficiency 
which sometimes distinguishes the Jew exclusively devoted to 
Rabbinical Literature. That his clear understanding and sound 
judgment had preserved him from this fault, was shown in his 
after life, by the efforts which he is said to have made to ac- 
quire other sciences, which his earlier training had not compre- 
hended. Mathematics, is said to have been the principal of 
these pursuits; the ingenuity of which, and the facility with 
which it can be acquired by solitary research, had always made ita 
favorite pursuit of Rabbins. ‘The correctness and purity ofhisstyle 
in Hebrew composition, and the fluency with which he wrote 
in that language, evidence also his superiority over other 
Rabbins of his age, among whom grammatical study was much 
neglected. 
According to the custom of the Jews at that time, he 
married at the early age of seventeen. Having been or- 
dained, his reputation won for him the Rabbinical chair of 
Prenzlau, in Prussia, where a considerable congregation is 
established. ‘There he lived, revered by his flock, for nine 
vears, until, at the age of forty, his reputation, which had mean- 
while increased, and the circumstance of his being a native of 
London, procured for him the office of Chief Rabbi of the 
Great Synagogue there. With this appointment, a new 


and highly important section of his life began.—His firmness of 


character, and his prudence generally, obtained for him con- 
siderable influence. ‘The period of his administration in this 
community, will ever be remarkable in the history of the 
English Jews. It was during this time, that the Great (German) 
congregation of London emerged from its former comparative 
insignificance, and attained that station which it now holds; 
having become, for numbers wealth respectability and influ- 
ence; one of the first in Europe. It was during this period, 
that the scattered elements which the English Jews had previously 
been, were gathered into one compact mass; and the barriers 
which had formerly separated Jew from Jew, rendering the 
Portuguese and the Germans almost in fact, as in parlance, two 
nations, (not disposed very amicably towards each other,) were 
removed, {t was during this time, that monuments, evidencing to 
posterity the munificent charity of the English Jews towards 


their humbler brethren; were established; it was during 


this time that the pyy mys, (Jews’ Hospital,) the Free School, 


and several other highly usciful institutions, were founded; it 


was during this period, that the ever memorable mission to the 


East was performed. Who shall undertake to say, what part 
the moral influence which R. Solomon exercised over his flock, 
—and especially upon many of its distinguished members—had 
in these important movements? . 

Wholly occupied by the discharge of those duties which, 
according to the notioas of the old school to which he belonged, 
his office imposed upon him, he but seldom found leisure to 
take an active part in those movements, which were meanwhile 
agitating the Rabbins of the continent. The only instances dis- 
coverable, wherein he deemed it necessary to come prominently 
forward, were in counteraction of the dishonest activity of. the 

Onversionists ; as exhibited in their attempts to entrap the 
poor and ignorant of his flock, by free schools, and giits of 
various sorts, (even including passover cakes !) and the like. 

More than thirty years of his career had been passed in this 
even, though not inactive course of life ; during which time the 
English Jews had gone through the stages alluded to. The 

Cary man now stood almost upon the brink of the tomb. 
ith his manly vigour, his mental faculties had also decayed. 
enceforward, his days, formerly disturbed only by family 
troubles, became embittered by dissensions in his congregation. 
younger generation had sprung up, imbued with views dis- 
“gteeing from his own, which represented rather the spirit of 
Pygone age. Considerable dissatisfaction, with 
iturgical forms, manifested itself. Had this happened a few 
years earlier, the pious, peecest and energetic man might have 


wane €movement, and given to ita turn widely different from 
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mind, only a shadow of what he had been, he was unequal to 
the emergency, and so worn down by years and sorrows, that 
it required but a slight shock to overthrow his os 
frame. This shock came at last, he accidentally fell an 

broke his thigh; since that calamity he was confined to his 
room, which he could but seldom leave, and never without 
assistance. Growing also weaker and weaker, he could, 
nevertheless, not be wholly dissuaded from fasting, and other 
privations to which he had long inured himself. At one 
period of his life, he never ate meat except on Sabbaths ; 
at another, he fasted altogether during the whole of every 
Monday and Thursday in the year ; and it-was only the absolute 
prohibition of his medical attendants, (which, under some 
circumstances, the pious Jew is bound to obey,) that prevented 
KR. Solomon from fasting to the latest moment of his existence. 

About two months sinee, he again fell and fractured his collar 
bone, besides bruising himself considerably. After this new 
accident, his system suffered a rapid collapse; and on the 3lst 
of October, (5603.) 1842, he resigned his spirit to his Maker. 
Had he lived two months longer, he would have completed 
his SIst year. 

The issue of his marriage was four sons and four daughters; 
two of each are now dead; one only, a son, leaving no family. 
Of the survivors, one son is located at Jerusalem ; one of the 
daughters is married abroad, the other was living with her 
lamented father at the time of his death. His deseendants 
include about twenty-eight grand-children, and twenty-four 
great grand-children. His income was liberal for the expenses 
of his immediate establishment ; but, unfortunately, very few of 
his descendants were not dependent upon him for their mainte- 
nance, This it was, which prevented his name from appearing 
in many public charities ; but no one cau doubt his liberality in 
private alms. A natural anxiety to provide for his children, 
after his decease, enabled him to accumulate about thirteen or 
fourteen thousand pounds, of which his will bequeaths the 
interest only to the seven extant branches of his family; the 
male descendants to have double the share of the females, 
It is but a mere pittance to each. He has bequeathed 507. 
to the Great, and 102, each, to the three other city syna- 
gogues. To his faithful man-servant, a legacy of 50/., and to 
his three Dayanim, 10/2. each. With the exception of four, 
aun pp (rolls of the Pentateuch,) which are bequeathed 
to his male descendants, all his other property will have to be 
sold. It would be highly discreditable if his excellent library 
should be permitted to’ be distributed; it is hoped that it 
may be, in some wise, secured as a public library, for the use 
of Biblical and Rabbinical students ;—a great desideratum in this 
country. 

The personal appearance of .R. Solomon was at all times 
commanding, and highly characteristic ; his stature was above 
the common height, he had an exceedingly high forehead, and 
a searching eye; and his countenance was both benignant and 
intellectual. 

His appearance abroad, in the Polish costume to which he 
restricted himself, commanded the reverence of the rudest 
hind that walked the streets; and there were few but touched 
their hats, and made way for ‘* the High Priest of the Jews,” 
as he was familiarly, but erroneously, termed. ‘There are two 
or three portraits of him extant; two have been engraved ; 
all are likenesses; his countenance was too peculiar to be 
mistakeable. The broad hat in which he was usually taken, 
(always in public, for he, like other very scrupulous Rabbins of 
his age, objected to sit for a portrait,) was not his most be- 
coming costume :—the high fur cap and silk robe, worn on 
sacred days, or perhaps the mere skull-cap of velvet, would 
have permitted the most impressive portrait; for his coun. 
tenance was then a model of intellect and benevolence, and of 
that severe classic style which the ancients have bequeathed 
to us. His habits, in most respects, were exceedingly regular : 
he rose at early dawn for prayer, and rarely retired, when in 
health, until midnight; every available moment was occupied 
in theological study, extensively interrupted, however, by wy 
and every one, who for useful or useless purposes chose to 


upon him. This almost too ready accessibility, and the de- 


subsequently assumed; but now, broken in body and | rangement of system which it occasioned, 


e him but an 
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irregular correspondent with non-resident members of his flock. 
He had a remarkably quick perception of character, founded 
on an extensive knowledge of mankind; he had also a ready 
wit, which has 'cft behind a fund of pleasing memorabilia. 
This, however, is not the moment for lightsome associa- 
tions, and we close this notice with the more suitable reflection, 
—that if his station provoked enmity, he survived it; if his in- 
flexibility of purpose revolted the mere observer, his conscien- 
tiousness was at all times unimpeached, and the future often 
justified what first seemed harsh. If he neglected oppor- 
tunities, be it remembered that we, who come alter him, tax 
the past, having seen only the present ;—enough, that his 
nearest friends hiee how bitterly he regretted, despite the 
good which others accorded to his labours, t):at he had not 
planted the seeds of more.—Ile sleeps with our fathers in peace, 
flow few dare hope to present themselves as ripe for the sickle, 
at the ingathering of their harvest; and how few, who live 
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through eighty years, so win the esteem and reverence of all | 


classes and’ all creeds, through successive generations. 
that my soul might depart the death of the righteous, that my 
latter end might be like unto his!”’ 


SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF OUR 


THE FUTURE 
CONGREGATIONS. 


* Oh! | 


| 
| 
| 


The tomb having closed over our late spiritual head, the | 
necessity for a well organized, a firmly and wisely administered | cure: 
the concession of the individual ;—when a compact already 
exists, those who dare not, as well as those who cannot sepa- 


system of spiritual guidance, is far too urgent for any regard to 
_ what were a false delicacy, if it avoided to prepare the public 
_ mind for the requirements of this peculiar juncture. 

Peace be to the ashes of the departed! It is those who sur- 
vive, who are either responsible for a most unaccountable short- 


sightedness,—in failing to anticipate and provide fora crisis long | 


impending,—or else, chargeable with a shrinking from the 
duties, however unpleasant, which their position imposed upon 
them,—a shrinking, which will be found to have destroyed much 
of that moralinfluence, that might else have been theirs, on ques- 
tions of this character. 

Happily for them, and for all classes,—but one feeling pre- 


vails, every-where, on the necessity of appointing a successor to | 


our departed Rabbi, and that too, with all consistent speed. 
We know not, indeed, whether the very dissensions now de- 
plored, the very errors committed in that contumacy which,—pro- 
ducing a crisis for which the decayed powers of Dr. Hirschel were 
no longer equal, are said to have hastened his final decay—we 
know not, we repeat, whether it is not those very evils, and 
their probable results, that have roused the public mind from 
_ that apathy which was their precursor, and which, but a few 
years since, would not have admitted the unanimous consent, 
now attainable, for the election of another spiritual chief. This 
unanimity, it is true, does, as yet, merely recognise the neces- 
sity of such uniform guidance, and shew a disposition to support 
and to yield obedience toit, in all consistent particulars. But that 
it does exist to that extent, is ascertainable, not only from 
the declarations we hear from men entertaining otherwise 
heterogeneous notions, but from the communications to the 
like effect that we continue to receive.—One correspondent 
says, 

‘The provincial congregations, I am certain, will be unani- 
mously and decidedly in favor of the election of another Chief 
Rabbi. There must, under any and all circumstances, be an 
ecclesiastical head ; and if there is to be any improvement, nay, 
in fact, if the Jews of this country are to hold at all together, 
their spiritual chief must be the representative of the whole 
people, and, consequently, elected by them. It is quite cer- 
tain, the Jews in the provinces will never again submit to be 

verned on any other terms, than their having a voice in the 
election of their chief. We will willingly contribute any rea- 
sonable amount in lieu of fees; we know it is our duty to sup- 
port an established head, and we are cheerfully prepared to do 
it, * * * * * * The leaders of our people in London, 
may rest assured that if they do not at once act, and organize 
some plan for the general government of the Jews of this coun- 
try—our fate is sealed ; defection and dissent will be rampant, 
and there will be a total want of uniformity in our worship.” 

This is a specimen of what opinions reach us, and not even 


ble. 


so plain-spoken as others which we do not publish, There jg 
not now space at our disposal fora due development of th, 
present position of our religious affairs, and an exposition oy 
how evils, present and prospective, might be averted, and what 
sort of man is suited to take the lead at this particular june. 
ture. We propose to give a series of articles on this all jm. 
portant subject: meanwhile, we are not uninformed of the 
restlessness, the desire for change, (for it is merely that, if no sat 
principle be available to regulate,) which has been agitating 
certain congregations at home and abroad ;—but we say, em. 
phatically, that no extent of piety, no warmth of zeal, no pro. 
tundity of research, will redeem that man from the character of 
a firebrand, who sball obstinately press onwards a community 
in the direction of “ reform” (according to some), or * innova. 
tion” (according to others), until the uses of this recent calamity . 
shall have been perceived and employed. 

** The Destroyer hath ascended into our chambers” —let ys 
not ourselves lead him to the foundations. We are as sheep 
without a pastor,—our only safety then is to cling together, 
Israel is bound, by duty as by policy, to remain “‘ one people,” 
the path to deviation is smooth, but it leads to dissent, it ends 
in discord; then comes anarchy, to which the history of all time 
shews tyranny to be the only remedy. May God avert both! © 

Let wise men seek the establishment of enlightened govern- 
ment; not interposing incompatible stipulations of their own,— 
fur the social principle secures the welfare of the whole, through 


rate, set up some unfettered, some impartial tribunal for the 


adjustment of differences. Let it be thus now.—We cannot, 
at present, dilate on the means, but we may briefly advert to 
two principal directions in which those means may be practica- 
If some qualified Rabbi, of established reputation, o! 
classical and general attainments, of experience in his vocation, 
of ability to understand, and discretion to use, the times, be 
proposed, and almost universally invited to assume the reins of 
government, then, while his character will guarantee his con- 
petency, his functions will enable him to set right those that are 
pledged to act in concert under him: his experience, and exam- 
ples found elsewhere, will enable him to organize the elements at 
his disposal. A representative system, and a financial scheme, 
will certainly not be difficult of adjustment, in a country in 
which the principles are so well understood. A compound 
ratio of numbers and income will be the recognised standard. 

If no Rabbi be found who can so unite, a priori, the suffrages of 
the great body of the Jews, then the adoption of a representa- 
tive system must precede the election ofa spiritual chief; this 
plan will present more difficulties than the other, but they are 
by no means insurmountable. In-this case, representatives 
from every congregation may be sent up, chosen on the principle 
enunciated, i pledged to have no regard to separate objects, 
or to individual predilections, 

The immediate purpose of this conclave, should be to devise 
a constitution; there are models at hand, and if the abstract. 
principles of justice alone be kept in view, no material differ- 
ences can arise. A consitution so formed—a Chief Rabbi would 
be elected under it. 

And now to suggest how improbable it is, that any reasonable 
difficulty would be interposed on any side. The Great Syna- 
pogue is, perhaps, strong enough alone to support the burtheu; 

ut though, forty years since, a chief Rabbi was the functionary 
of that congregation exclusively, yet, two other metropolitan 
congregations, which then each supported its own spiritual 
head, have since ceased to do so, and from sheer necessity, 
have looked up to the Great Synagogue Rabbi. The provincial 
and colonial synagogues, scarcely one of which had, torty years 
since, a status in the Jewish world, have since grown 1nto 
importance, and though independently minded enough some- 
times, they have found reference and subordination indispens!- 
ble, in nunw, marriages, divorces, &c. &c., and hence, uot from 
design or system, but from inevitable necessity, the late Rabbi 
was recognised as the spiritual head of most Jews claiming 
British origin. | 

No real obstacle need be anticipated from the ancient congre- 
gation of Sphardim ;—their former jealous exclusiveness 1s eve" 
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now yielding to a more fraternal policy ; and there are the pre- | 
cedents of Amsterdam, of the Hague, and probably other places, 
to shew the pen ycompe of their union with the Germans, under 
4 Chief Rabbi of that ritual. Indeed, in Paris, a complete assi- 
milation is deemed practicable,—for there are advantages in both | 
systems ; but this 1s premature here. | 
* What men appear to dread most, is the sostated impracticability 
of the Great Synagogue leaders,—but we are disposed to hope 
differently. ‘The consciousness of power does not necessarily 
render men haughty, and indifferent to the well being of others. 
And it is but a spurious piety which, wrapped up in its own 
notions of self justification, fails to recognize the well estab- 
lished obligation, to care for the peace of Israel at large. The 
opportunity is now given to sway the masses, not by a coup de 
main, but wisely and insensibly, to a safe system of mutual 
dependence and direction; if there be any who, regardless of 
that complicated relation of the English congregations which 
has now supervened, would isolate even the “‘ Great’ synagogue, 
their day has passed by,—and they may learn that lesson too 
late. | 

As to the Seceders, we are much mistaken if some of the 
more accessible to reason among them are not already disposed 
to redeem their errors; personal inflexibility may yet sustain 
some in the wrong, but while it cannot be denied that they have 
put themselves out of court, and though it will scarcely, as we ap- 
prehend, be consented to trvite them back, yet, if they too shall 
seize the emergency, and seem disposed to retire from their 
self-chosen exclusion with dignity, there will surely not be any 
who would dare to refuse their peace-offering. 
The synagogues. out of the metropolis would certainly be 
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anxious to unite on an equitable footing. It is said, that some 


have been already accustomed to make annual donations to a | fiore ‘Testimonial” to the inspection of the Court. Her Majesty 


Chief Rabbi,—others, have shewn the disposition to do so; and_ 


if any selfish or narrow policy prevail in some inconsiderable 
community, whose share of the burthen need be so light—that 
community would be unable to withstand either the moral, or_ 
even more urgent, influence, possible to the united Jews of 
Great Britain. (Vide some remarks so far back as our No. 16, 
page 121.) 

We are compelled to postpone further observations for a fort- 
night; meanwhile, we rejoice to perceive so many prospects of | 
that unanimity which can alone secure the future well-being of 
our various communities, 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Aanchester.—On the day of the funeral of our lamented | 
Chief Rabbi, the fast of pop yD OV, was generally observed, | 
the reading desk was covered with black cloth, and additional 
prayers were read, appropriate to the sad occasion. Places of 

usiness were partially closed. 

_ [We believe that this wis generally the order of proceeding 
in those sa eon congregations in which the event was 
known, Unfortunately, by a mere oversight, attributable to the 
press of business upon the London officials, formal announce- 
ments to the country were not posted until the Thursday 
evening after the burial. Complaints of this have reached us, 
stating that the Wardens of some of the provincial congregations 
would else have come to 


Beth-hamedrash.—W e rejoice to learn, that the governors of 
the Medrash attached to the Sphurdim Congregation, in conse- 
quence of sixty pounds per annum having fallen in from lapsed 
appointments, have relied to fill up vacancies with adult 
“reigners, capable of studying merely for themselves: they 

ave determined to elect two or three respectable youths, and 
: divide the amount between them, after the manner of scholar- 
My These youths are to be considered attached to the 
Medrash, and are to receive a liberal education generally. 
€n so educated, it will at least be possible to render them 
useful and creditable to the community.—This is, at last, a step 
advance. | 
th an to the Bar.—On Saturday evening last, was called to 
E, ar, by the Hon. society of the middle temple—John Simon, 
*q., L.L.B., of Jamaica, ‘ He is (says our informant) the 


known. 


6l 


first Jew on record who has been called at that Inn, and the 
second called to the bar of England—the first being Francis 
Goldsmid, Esq., who is in the court of chancery, and not, like 
Mr. S., in the common law courts.’ ‘The ceremony is described 


as an interesting one; the oaths were of course taken by Mr. 


Simon on the Old Testament, which the officer had specially 
to provide. Press of matter compels us to an unwillingly briet 
notice of this important step. 


Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem.—We are glad to perceive 
that this project is becoming popular.—The foreign journals 
are protesting against the mode of squandering the funds, 
hitherto raised for the Holy’ Land.—We have received the 
following letter on the subject. 

Sir,—I have read, with much pleasure, the extract from the 
** Zeitung des Judenthums” (No. 29,) published in your Journal 
of the 28th ult. Desirous of advancing the objects of so 
laudable an Institution as a@ Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem, 


it will afford me’ great gratification in contributing the small 


amount of twenty pounds towards the proposed benevolent 


purpose ; which sum I shall readily pay over to parties au- 
thorized to receive the same, whenever the plans for carrying 
out the intended object shall be sufficiently matured and ready 
for operation. 

IT remain Sir, your humble Servant. 
To the Editor of the “ Voice of Jacob.” M. Mocartra, 


The Montefiore Plate, and the Queen.—We are informed 
that Messrs. Mortimer & Hunt, had-the honor of being 
summoned to Windsor Castle, in order to submit the ‘** Monte- 


and Prince Albert were pleased to express their approbation of 
the manner in which the -work had been executed. ‘Their 


interest in the associations with which it is connected, is well 


It is gratifying to learn, that their information on the 
subject of the plate, was derived from No. 28 of the ‘* /orce 
of Jacob,” (containing our description of the Testimonial), 
copies of which were presented to Her Majesty and the Prince, 


by Messrs. Mortimer & Hunt. 


[The manner of the presentation of the Testimonial is not 
yet determined ; it will probably be deferred until after the 


first month of mourning for the Chief Rabbi; meanwhile, it 


remains on view in Bond Street. | 


Treachery to God and Man.—The French papers report 
that Deutz, the man who betrayed the Duchess de Berri to the 
French government for 500,000 franes, in 1832, has been so 
ruined by the facilities for dissipation thereby afforded, as to be 
apprehended for vagrancy. It is stated that he was born a 
Jew, in Italy, and was induced to abjure his faith by the 
Duchess, who herself acted as sponsor, After exhausting his 
ill-gotten fortune, together with his health, he had some com- 
punctions of conscience, and acknowledging his previous hypo- 
crisy, he renounced his professions of Christianity, and threw 
himself on the charity of his old father, and, after his death, 
on that of other Jews, begging from door to door until his 
vagabondage has attracted the attention of the police, and he 
is sent to end his days ina panne asylum. Such is the career 
of this miscreant; lured by a bigoted princess to sell his soul, 
he ends with selling his benefactress. Strange! that more sober 
minded Christians should be so infatuated as to trust the 
sincerity of professions which are almost invariably bongs, 
either for a present price or for a boon in perspective. e 
never heard of an adult, duly trained and instructed in the 
principles of the faith of Israel, throwing off the somewhat 
onerous duties enjoined upon his people, and embracing the 
greater indulgencies of his new creed, from honest conviction 
simply, and without some guid pro quo, even beyond eman- 
cipation from the restrictions prescribed in “ the old fash- 
ioned old testament.” We perceive that our contemporary of 
the Archives Israelites, has thought it worth while to refute, 
in the French papers, the possible inference, that the penitent 
apostate Deutz was at all tolerated by Jewish philanthropists, 
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even when begging from door to door. That their fear of 
such an inference did somewhat harden their hearts, is evident 
from the necessity of sending the unhappy man to a public 
asylum. 


— -~ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Arnheim, (Holland.) —(Private communication.) Great 
interest has been excited, by the observance of the Abrahamic 
rite in the case of a youth, 15 years old: his parents had been 
absolved from the obligation to have this operation performed at 
the proper age of eight days, in consequence of three of his 
brothers having died shortly after the operation, and, as it was 
deemed probable, from the effects of 1t. The youth, having 
arrived at the age above named, demanded to be admitted into 
the covenant of his fathers; and, having come to a skilful 
operator in this town, his wish was complied with. He is doing 
well. 
Synagogue Service in France.—The principal article which 
strikes our attention in the 4rchiccs Israelites, is a review of the 
Parisian synagogue proceedings, during the recent festivals, much 
the manner of that in our No. 29, except, that being a French 
treatise, it advocates the introduction of an instrumental ac- 
companiment to the choir, and the recitation of some prayers 
in the French language. The reviewer laments the absence of 
that devotion which characterised the service of our synagogues 
in ancient times, and casts about for the means of restoring it. 
Upon one means, less debatable than those Just enumerated, he 
dwells with great force,—the election of a good preacher;—and 
we regret our inability to transcribe his vivid sketch of such a 
man, and the holy enthusiasm he might awaken in the heart. 

Hlow often have we urged the truth, that in our present emer- 
gency, wth a proper pulpit, other desiderata are almost certain 
of attainment—7vithout it, even if attained, they would be, nay 
have been, almost useless. In other circumstances, a well 
ordered spiritual government would use the pulpit as an instru- 
ment—now unhappily, we must labour for the instruments, 
before we can hope to retrieve the scattered elements of that 
power, to which all else should be subordinate, 

Reverting to the French Review, we find a strong appeal to the 
Consistoire, tor a re-union, for objects such as these, of the two 
communities, (commonly called the German and the Portuguese.) 
It is argued, with justice, that their slightly differing rituals may 
be easily assimilated with advantage to both, and still greater 
advantage to the religious and social interests of the Jewish 
people. We cordially concur in these views, and commend 
them to the consideration of those here, who are understood 
to be preparing the branch synagogue, occasionally referred to 

Our contemporary gives an interesting account of the religious 
confirmation in Paris, on the 22nd ult., of a number of boys, aged 
thirteen, and of girls, aged twelve: the extract given from the 
address of the Chief Ltabbi, and the whole details of the cere- 
mony, are well worthy a perusal; exhibiting, as they do, the ad- 
vantages of a formal initiation of the reasoning mind into the pale 
of our sacred bond, inasmuch as these confirmations constitute 
a voluntary assumption of the duties which that bond requires. 
With the one sex, they may properly be said to confirm the 
covenant sealed in infancy ; and with both, to supply an epoch 
in the life of individuals, rich in the holiest impressions, to be 
recalled with advantage amidst the after trials of human ex- 
istence. 

St. Thomas’s.—A correspondent of the Archives, who signs 
D. F., gives many interesting details of the first establishment 


_ and present position of the Jews in this Island (Danish). 


‘* At the attack upon St. Eustache, by Admiral Rodney, in 1794, 
a number of Israelites embarked for St. Thomas's, amongst whom 
were Messrs. Saml. and Benj. Hoheb. ‘These assembled their 
brethren for the celebration of divine service on Sabbaths and 
festivals, and for the purchase of a cemetery. ‘The members of 
the congregation, having lost the greater part of their means, 
were unable to contribute sufficient for the special erection of 
aplace of worship; but this difficulty was surmounted by the 
zeal of the two gentlemen before mentioned, who generously 
devoted part of their house forthe purpose. About the year 


1802, the congregation was augmented by the arrival of Other 
members, and a synagogue was erected, It was, however, 
unfortunately destroyed by fire in 1804. Again, a fire, in 1806, 
arrested the efforts made for the construction of another, [py 
about 1813 the synagogue was rebuilt. The community cop. 
tinuing to increase, it was found necessary to erect a larger 
building, but this also was destroyed by fire in 1832. In 1833 
a subscription was set on foot for its re-erection. The name of 
his Excellency, the Governor General, was inscribed at the 
head, for a large sum; his example was followed by the public 
officers and other inhabitants of the Island, without religious 
distinction. The edifice, which was completed in 1834, is q 
beautiful specimen of gothic architecture. The community is 
governed by a president, vice-president, a treasurer, and 4 
committee of four, who are chosen annually by the majority of 
those members who exercise deliberative functions, The expen- 
ses are defrayed by taxes; the power to levy which for syna- 
gogue purposes, was granted by H. M. Christian VII. The 
sale of mitzvous was never permitted, and the meshabirochs 
were abolished two years since. ‘The community consists of 
about 500 souls. The greater portion are engaged in com- 
merce ;—about 100 observe the sabbath. ‘The service is con. 
ducted with great order, and the concluding hymn is chanted 
in English by both sexes. At present, they are without a 
minister, and one is being sought for in Europe ; it is their in- 
tention to follow the ritual of the new synagogue m London. 
A school for the instruction of children of both sexes, has been 
established by the president, Mr. Wo/f; it is open once a week 
from eleven till two: it produces the happiest results, and num- 
bers fifty-five pupils. ‘The Israelites enjoy the same political 
rights as the Christian inhabitants. A Jew, now deceased, sat 
in the representative chamber. And the best feeling exists 
between the members of all creeds.”’ 

We are bound to say, that a home correspondent, who has been 
a resident in St. Thomas's, gives a less favorable account of 
the religious standing of this congregation, which has not 
only been without a minister, but without many other essen. 
tial features of areligious community. Our informant excepts 
Mr. olf from this reproach, and expresses a hope, “that 
the twenty-five copies of the Secession liturgy, waich are 
said to be sent to St. Thomas’s, may, if really used in public 
worship, sway the recipients to at least that observance: of 
certain primary obligations of Judaism, which, to do the Lon- 


don Seceders justice, they may well serve as an example 


of.” 

A member of the Secession Congregation gives to the 
Archives a glowing account of the confirmation of two boys 
and two girls, in the place of worship in Burton Sreet. ‘The 


day on which the ceremony was performed is not named, but - 


we should say it was @osh Hashana. It appears to have been 
conducted somewhat after the model of the confirmations per- 
formed in continental synagogues, which observe the esta- 
blished ritual, As the order of proceedings has been frequently 


described in our columns, it will be sufficient to add, that the 


ceremony is described as having been very touching, and the 
minister’s address is commended in high terms. Towards 


the conclusion, he made a solemn pledge in behalf of those — 


confirmed, in the following terms :—‘t‘ We vow to obey the 
word of God; we swear fidelity to his commandments; we 
raise our hands to heaven, engaging not to abjure our faith, 
never to forsake our God, our sovereign protector, and never 
to bs the pure and simple dogmas of Judaism.” . 
ow we have always regarded the ceremony of confirmation 
favorably, and it i in a querulous spirit that we point out 
the ambiguous bearing of this last passage. We would have 
preferred a more general declaration, not capable of being 
construed, by biassed minds, into an oath not to reunite with the 
main body of Israel! We should maintain, that the ‘* pure and 
simple dogmas of Judaism,’ may, and must, include as 4 
‘“‘ principle of faith,” the existence of traditional obligations 
having a divine source ; and we will not conclude too hastily, 
that the party who prescribes a pledge so solemn, assumes 
also to prescribe, what are and what shall be recognised as those 
** pure and simple dogmas.” 
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Bucharest.—A German paper gives the following account 
of the numerous Jewish residents in Bucharest. “ The 
(spiritual) state of the Israelites of this city is melancholy, 
They are composed of two heterogeneous bodies: the one, of 
Polish extraction, consists, for the most part, of mechanics, 
and is in a very low state of cultivation; the other is of 
Portuguese origin, here called Frank or Spanish. They are 
not distinguished from other inhabitants by their dress, and 
they still speak a Spanish dialect (the Castilian). There are 
among them some learned and distinguished families, but they 
do not possess that dignity of demeanour which usually 
characterises that section of Israel. ‘The spirit of progress 
has not yet manifested itself in them, and there exists no kind 
of provision for suitably training children, or imparting to 
them useful branches of education.” 

(The reporter has forgotten that, in these places, European 
civilization has scarcely begun to dawn, and that, therefore, it 
cannot be expected, that the Jew here should stand on a level 
with his English or German co-religionists, to whom all facilities 
for improvement are offered. ‘That the Jews here are, upon 
the whole, more cultivated than the other natives, is clear from 
authentic reports, given by Jewish travellers who have visited 
those countries. —Eb. | 

Promotion of Jewish ducation—The government of 
Holland has, this year, granted to the Jewish Seminary 25,000 
francs out of the funds of the state. 


Treves.—The Christian inhabitants of Treves evince a 
degree of religious toleration which has very seldom been 
parallelled. ‘They have assigned to their Jewish fellow citizens, 
in one of the public edifices, rooms for a school, with apart- 


- ments for the teacher, and they allow this officer an increase of 


salary out of the revenue of the city. ‘They are now about 
to present the congregation with a piece of ground, for the 
erection of a synagogue. 

Lubeck.—The tree city Lubeck, which has, in modern times, 
acquired a certain species of wunenviable notoriety by its 
severity towards the Jews, seems now to have somewhat 
relaxed in this policy. The Senate lately enacted that, 
henceforward, mechanics and artists should be obliged to admit 
Jewish boys as apprentices; but as these still appeared to be 
willing to persevere in their old views, hostile to the Jews, 
the most distinguished merchants united in forming a society, 
for the instruction and patronage of mechanics among the 
Jews, and forthe encouragement of those mechanics who would 
receive Jewish apprentices. 


Distinction conferred on a Jew.—A_ Jewish banker 
(M. Cohn, of Antwerp,) has been nominated Knight of the 
Spanish order of Isabella. —O tempora! O mores! the country, 
in which a Jew some scores of years back could not set his 
foot without incurring the risk of being burnt alive, now deco- 


rates a Jew with an order! | 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION NY". 
GENESIS XXVIII. 


There are features in the character of Jacob, as delineated in 
this section of the law, which are not only highly meritorious, 
but which deserve particular imitation, for two reasons ; first, as 
illustrative of the most perfect trust in God; and secondly, as 
showing a spirit of forbearance, not a little beneficial to the well 
eng of society. Jacob, humbly confiding in the promise of 
the Almighty, goes without fear into a strange land; for he 
eels assured of the divine protection, and he knows, that with 

at to shield him, there is no power that can do him harm. 

Us 18 It always with those who trust in God. Untoward 
cumstances may surround and threaten evil, a combination 
~ external causes may conspire to render danger apparently 
inevitable, but there is a heart within that views all calmly. 
: onvulsions may shake the outward man, but the inward spirit 
fmains unscathed; no attack can reach that; firmly sup- 
Ported on the Eternal Rock, on which it has planted itself, it 


reinad and adversity alike; in that, humble; in this, 


cir 
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_ The advantages of forbearance, especially in domestic feuds, 
can scarcely be too highly appreciated. Jacob, when he found 
that his brother was incensed against him, did not await to 
increase anger by resistance ; but he wisely withdrew, preferring 
to banish himself from the paternal root, rather than to make 
so hallowed a spot the scene of strife or contention. What 
evils might be remedied, if all acted in this manner! How 
many a lasting enmity has been caused by recrimination ; how 
many a friendship dissolved by a hasty word, that the speaker 
would often give worlds to recal! On the contrary, how fre- 
quently do we experience the truth of what the wise king wrote, 
‘*a mild word turneth away wrath.” Besides, an angry man 
is always unreasonable, and blinded by his passion ; argument, 
therefore, is frequently useless, and remonstrance considered 
retaliation. The wisest course then, appears to be that which 
Jacob followed—quietly to withdraw till the storm be past; for 
we may be sure, that when reason resumes her sway, we shall 
not only have a better chance of being properly understood, 
but even injuries, diminished by time and distance, will be more 
easily atoned for, and more willingly forgiven. 

The vision of Jacob, spoken of m this portion, is regarded by 
modern commentators as typical of the great chain which unites 
the universe ; commencing, where the ladder did, on earth, and 
reaching by successive steps to Heaven, whither we look for the 
first great unfathomable cause, distinct from all beneath, and 
yet comprising and directing all; thus representing creation 
as a ladder, rising step by step, each ‘degree joined to that which 
precedes, and to that which succeeds it;—the foot is here, the 
head in Heaven, and the Almighty Himself is at the summit; 
flis spirit pervading, His providence sustaining all. What 
sentient being can awake to consciousness, though his pillow 
have been but stone, and his canopy the broad expanse of 
nature in its sublimity, but must exclaim with Jacob, on the 
Hill of Zion, * This is none other but the House of God, and 
this the gate of Heaven !” 

And we, who, in the language of the 105th Psalm, are ‘* the 
seed of Israel, His servant; the children of Jacob, His chosen 
one,” shall we not ‘‘ proclaim his name, and make known his 
works among the nations?” How, but by those means, can we 
realize that glorious promise? (found in this same section,—it 
forms the motto of this Journal) so that the descendant of Jacob, 
whithersoever he wander, make his lodging place a ‘** Beth-El’— 
a House of God ! 


REVIEW. 
Der Geist der Talmudishen Auslegung der Bibel.—Talmud 


Babylonicum cum Scholiis, Glossariis, nec non indicibus 
adjectis.—Sunion, Berlin. 


We have just received for review, the first volumes of these 
two elaborate works, the one on ‘* The Spirit of the Talmudical 
Interpretation of the Bible,’ the other, ‘* The Babylonian 
Talmud,” with scholia, a glossary and an index. They both 
proceed from Dr. H. S. Hirschfeld, now Chief Rabbi at Woll- 
stein, in the Great Duchy of Posen. Having observed, in 
our foreign contemporaries, a searching criticism on the former 
of these works, we were impressed with its importance, and had 
conceived a high opinion of its merits. The cursory view of 
this profound work which we have already taken, has even 
more than justified our anticipations. Dr. Hirschfeld proves_ 
himself a deeply learned Jewish divine, and a logician and 
philologist of no mean order, The position which he appears to 
occupy, is that of a scientific and orthodox Jew, standing clear 
both of Bigotry and Neology. We regret exceedingly, that 
want of both space and time, do not allow us to presenta further 
examination of these works; we give our first impressions only. 
So soon as our space permits, we shall endeavour to do more 
justice to Dr. Hirschfeld, by pointing out the tendency of 
his publications, and giving suitable extracts in illustration of 


our opinions. 
THE PREACHER OF CORDOVA. 
(TRANSLATED FROM Les DU SAMEDI.) 


‘‘You are a source of disquiet and annoyance to me, | 
would rather see you dead than ignorant: you are already 
thirteen years old and you know nothing, you learn nothing. 
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Would that God would take you from me.” Thus, in 1150, 
spoke Maimon, a learned Israelite of Cordova, to his son 
Moses. Nor did he stop here, for his anger so increased, that 
he at last struck the lad a severe blow on the face, and then 
left the room without deigning even to look at him.* 

Poor Moses could with difficulty see, for the punishment he 
had received had sent the blood to his face, and his eyes were 
filled with tears at this display of his father’s anger. He re- 
mained an hour absorbed in sad reflections; then, drying 
his tears, he resolutely said: ‘* Well, well, I must decide at 
some time. My father is right, I am an idle fellow, for, whether 
my intellect is being badly cultivated, or I am badly taught, I 
certainly learn nothing here, and am an object of grief to my 
father who is justly ashamed of me. I will leave this place ; 
the world is large enough. I feel a desire to instruct myself, 
and a voice within tells me I shall succeed.” | 

Some days after this, Moses, who had-travelled on foot, 
arrived at Lucena, and applied for protection to Rabbi Mier 
Ben Joseph, who, taking him for an orphan without friends or 
resources, readily granted it and commenced his education. 
The youth, animated by the desire to regain his father’s favor, 
worked with the most unremitting assiduity, became one of 
the most distinguished among Rabbi Mier’s scholars, and, 
at last, undertook journeys to distant countries to perfect 
himself. 

Meanwhile, the father of Maimon was ignorant of what had 
befallen his son; being tenderly attached to him, and thinkin 
him lost for ever, he reproached himself with his rigour ‘ad 
did not allow a day to pass without praying for his beloved 
Maimon. * * Twenty years elapsed and no 
tidings were received from the absent one. 

One day it was reported in the community of Cordova, that 
a young foreign Rabbi had obtained permission to lecture in 


‘the synagogue. As the wisdom of the new 


preacher was every where commented on, Maimon the elder 
joined the crowded audience that thronged the synagogue on 
the ensuing sabbath. He saw a young man mount the pulpit, 
and, as his delighted eye fell on the finely developed propor- 
tions of the stranger, he said: ‘* If my son were alive he would 
just be of his age. What happiness would have been mine 
had I thus heard my son preach.” The rom lecturer com- 
menced, and his audience were electrified by his wisdom and 
eloquence. But the tones of that voice trouble the elder 
Maimon; acloud covers his eyes; his knees tremble; and, when 
the sermon was concluded with unanimous approbation, the old 
man, with tears in his eyes, turned toward the youthful 


reacher who had continued to regard him with much attention. | 


Vhen he had descended from the pulpit, the orator tore 
himself from the elders of the community who were pressing 
around to offer their cungratulations, and approaching the elder 
Maimon, said: ‘‘ I am your son Moses, i you consider me 
worthy to appear before you?” The father pressed his son to 
his heart and, overwhelming him with caresses, exclaimed 
‘* Now I could die happy!” ‘‘ Nay, my father,” replied his 
son, *“‘ you will live I hope to superintend those studies I have 
still to pursue to please you.”—This unassuming young man 
fas “apie known as Maimonides, surnamed the light of 
srael, 


* Can any historical warrant be claimed for this tale ?—Eb. 


The reverse of Fortune.—Lex. 


If Fortune wrap thee warm, 
Then friends around thee swarm, 
Like bees round the honey-pot ; 
But if Dame Fortune frown, 
And cast thee fairly down, 
Oh! thou mayest die and rot. 
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NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 11th November, 8th of Kislev. Sabb. com. at 4 o'clock. 


Sabb. 12th 9th portion for the week 
Friday 18th 15th = Sabb. com. at 4 past 3 
Sabb. 19th 16th portion for the week 
Thursd. 24th 21st » 


*.* We have omitted in the proper place, to record the very 
liberal offerings to charity, which were made in the synagogues 
last sabbath, *t every man according to his means,” in memorial 


of the departed Rabbi. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Jewish Duy School, Jeffreys Square—Yhbe Rev. Mr. 
Barnett’s encomiums on the result of the first monthly exami- 
nation, would be misconstrued, if even we had room for his 
letter. 

Jamaica.—We have several advices, up to the 25th Sept., 
but nothing to interest our readers. 

Mrs. Tonna’s contribution is suitable, and accepted with 
thanks. 

Association for the promotion of Jewish Literature.—En. 
pi are informed, that the minimum subscription entitles to 
all privileges. 

Observer's favor arrived too late. 

ArticLes omitTED.—The press of matter for this number, 
obliges us reluc.antly to postpone some important information 
concerning The Russian Emperor's proposition to organize a 
scheme for the education of his Jerish suljects,—some remarks 
On the Association newly formed here, for the cultivation of 
Jewish literature,—a further consideration of the Cozversion 
Humbug, with illustrations, and a discussion of the policy of 
continuing the subject—the accepted favors of correspondents, 
and many other articles of interest, already in type. | 


Diep, on Wednesday the 2nd of Nov. Lyon Samuel, #sq., ot 
Keppel St., in the 75th year of his age. He was a member of 
the Board of Deputies, and had filled the highest offices in the 
Great Synagogue with advantage to the congregation. 


This Day was Published 


HE CHEAP JEWISH LIBRARY.—No. 6. The Birth- 

Day. Part I1].—Already published. No. 1. Rachel Levi, or The Young 
Orphan, second edition, price Two-pence.—No. 2. The Way to Get Rich, second 
edition, price One penny.—No. 3. The Birth-Day, second edition, price One 
penny.—No. 4. The Great Mart, second edition, price‘ Two-pence.—No. 5. The 
Birth-Day, Part I1., price One penny.—May be had of B. Steill, 20, Paternoster 
Row ; Donnison, Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate ; H. Abrahams, 25, Houndsditch; 
and Reynolds, Church-row, Aldgate. 
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moby 
R. MEIER REHFISCH intends publishing a work, to 


the memory of our late deceased Chief Rabbi; he will feel obliged to any 
person who will write an Ode or Poem, in Hebrew or English, on the subject; 
they will find it duly inserted in his work, by sending a note directed to him, @ 
88, Aldgate, London. 


ANTED a male or female assistant, of the Hebrew nation, 

in the General Silver, Jewellery, and Fancy Trade. One who has been 

accustomed to the above business, and can give unexceptionable reference. may 

apply by letter, with full particulars, to Messrs A. Levy & Co., 39, College Green, 

Bristol.—N.B. Also a vacancy for an apprentice, who would be instructed in al! 

the branches of the above business, and be treated as one of the family. A pre 
mium will be required. 


Teams or Susscription—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, 
at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1L1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Rexyxotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Baar 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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